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Podar Interngtibnal School, Nashik (ICSE)
Celebrates Independence Day with Fervor
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Podar International School, Nashik (ICSE), marked
India's 79th Independence Day on August 15, 2025,
with a vibrant celebration filled with pride and
patriotism. The day commenced with a powerful act of
unity as the Indian flag was hoisted by our
distinguished Guests of Honour, who were chosen from
among the school's stakeholders.

The students' performances were the highlight of the
ceremony. The stage came alive with a beautiful
Ganesh Vandana, thought-provoking patriotic skits,
inspiring  speeches, and an energetic dance
performance. A unique touch was added as saplings
were presented to the guests, a gesture symbolizing the
school's commitment to growth and environmental
stewardship.

In a poignant moment, Principal Dr. Manohar Mahajan
led a solemn oath, pledging to protect senior citizens
and to stand firmly against illegal drugs, reinforcing
the institution's dedication to social responsibility. The
ceremony was further enriched by inspiring addresses
from both the Principal and the Guests of Honour. The
event concluded with a vote of gratitude delivered by
Vice Principal Ms. Shofi Dave. The day was a
resounding success, fostering a deep sense of unity,
national pride, and joy among everyone present.

Podar International School, Nashik (ICSE)
Wins "Vande Mataram" Competition

Podar International School, ICSE, has brought pride to
the city by clinching the first prize in the highly
competitive "Vande Mataram” Patriotic Group Singing
Competition. The team triumphed over 20 other
participating schools with a soul-stirring and powerful
rendition of the national song.

The winning team, a harmonious ensemble of talented
young voices, included Arnav Alte, Ekaksh Bhor, Arush

Shewale, Anandi Sonawe, Arvika Kulkarni, Nooriya
Sayyed, Radnyi Rothe, Jaishnavi Ghuge, and Ovee
Suryawanshi. Their coordinated performance was
praised by judges for its passion and technical
excellence.

Principal Dr. Manohar Mahajan expressed immense

pride in the students' accomplishment. "This magnificent
victory is a testament to our students' hard work and
innate talent. They have truly embodied the spirit of
patriotism through their art," he stated. Dr. Mahajan
also extended his gratitude to the guiding forces behind
the success, acknowledging the dedicated efforts of
music mentors Mr. Roshan Nikam and Ms. Jai Saraf.
More than just a musical achievement, this win
underscores the school's core values of unity, discipline,
and national pride. It was a true victory of harmony,
showcasing the power of teamwork and the enduring
spirit of patriotism in the younger generation.

"SMALL STEPS LEAD TO BIG ACHIEVEMENTS"
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Podar Prep (}elébrates Left-Handers' Day-
Championing Holistic Development!

Podar Prep, Nashik (ICSE)
marked International Left-
Handers' Day with a
vibrant celebration under
the theme “Celebrating the
Alout ot « LGLLY Unique Power of the Left
Hand.” The event was
designed to foster empathy,
respect  for  individual
differences, and build
confidence ~ among all
learners, regardless of their

|
v
dominant hand.

A suite of specially curated activities ensured a day
filled with fun and learning. Children enthusiastically
participated in Shape Hammering, Puzzle Solving,
Bowling, Clay Moulding, Bead Transfer, and Drawing.
These activities were more than just playful exercises;
they were strategically chosen to enhance fine and
gross motor skills, bilateral coordination, problem-
solving abilities, and creative thinking.

The event's philosophy was deeply aligned with the
National Curriculum Framework (NCF) 2022's concept
of Panchakoshas, focusing on the holistic development
of the child's physical, mental, and emotional layers.
By creating an inclusive environment that celebrated
neurodiversity and physical uniqueness, Podar Prep
reinforced its commitment to nurturing well-rounded,
confident, and empathetic individuals.

The school believes that such initiatives are crucial in
building a foundation of understanding and respect,
teaching children from a young age that individuality is
not just accepted but celebrated.
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Podar Prep Honors Independence Day with
"United Flavors of India" Culinary Event

Podar Prep Preschool celebrated Independence Day with
a unique and flavorful twist by hosting a "United
Flavors of India" Master Chef event. Moving beyond
traditional ceremonies, the celebration focused on the

themes of national freedom and the rich cultural
heritage passed down through generations.

The event saw enthusiastic participation from families,
who engaged in non-fire cooking to create simple,
healthy, and patriotic tricolor dishes. This interactive
activity was designed to be more than just culinary fun;
it effectively promoted teamwork, creativity, and the
practical application of basic math and language skills
as children followed recipes.

The festive spirit was palpable as young chefs, adorned
in aprons and chef caps, proudly presented their dishes
in a virtual showcase. The event culminated with an
address by Principal Dr. Manohar Mahajan, who

highlighted the profound importance of the values
demonstrated throughout the day. "This celebration
beautifully fostered teamwork, patience, creativity, and
strengthened invaluable family bonds,” Dr. Mahajan
stated, applauding the efforts of all participants.

"PLAY IS THE HIGHEST FORM OF RESEARCH"



PIS Nashik (ICSE) Celebrates Janmashtami
with Dance, Devotion, and Dahi Handi

Podar International School, Nashik (ICSE) celebrated
Janmashtami with great enthusiasm, marking the birth
of Lord Krishna. The school campus was abuzz with
vibrant festivities as students showcased their talents
through captivating performances.

The celebration was a blend of tradition and youthful
energy. Students presented mesmerizing dance
performances and delivered impactful speeches, all
centered around the life and teachings of Lord Krishna.
The highlight of the event was the colorful portrayal of
Krishna and Radha by the students, who participated
in the joyous Dahi Handi ceremony.

In a display of teamwork and spirit, the young
"Govindas" formed human pyramids to break the
handi, a classic tradition symbolizing Lord Krishna's
playful and mischievous nature. The event successfully
brought to life the stories of Lord Krishna, delighting
everyone in attendance and reinforcing the cultural
significance of the festival.
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Remarkable achievement in CISCE Zonal
Competition

Students from Podar International School (ICSE),
Nashik, have delivered an outstanding performance
across multiple disciplines at the recent CISCE Zonal
Level Competitions, showcasing remarkable talent in
both team and individual sports.

The school celebrated significant victories in Football,
where Mast. Kaustub Kale and Mast. Viraj Thorat (both
Grade X) led their team to a second-place finish in the
CISCE U-17 category.

The achievement was mirrored in Basketball, where the
U-14 Boys team secured second place at the zonal level.
The team members are Arnav Alte, Mayank Kole, lkshit
Jain, Shrunmay Chandratre, and Prarup Kahale (all
Grade VIll). In a further accolade, Ms. Kripa Kaushik
(Grade X) has been selected for the Regional level in
the U-17 Girls category.

Adding to the cricketing glory, Mast. Anmol Arora
(Grade X) has earned a selection for the Regional level
cricket team.
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"CULTURE MAKES PEOPLE UNDERSTAND EACH OTHER BETTER"
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UPH: FUELING tNDIA'S DIGITAL REVOLUTION

Launched in 2016 by the

National Payments

1| Corporation of India
| (NPCI), the Unified
Payments Interface (UPI)

has become the bedrock of
India's digital economy. This
instant  payment  system
facilitates seamless
transactions for everyone,

from a local fruit vendor to a major corporation. The
platform's growth is staggering. As of 2025, UPI serves
over 500 million active users. In July 2025 alone, it
processed an incredible 19.47 billion transactions worth
approximately $293 billion. This remarkable adoption
proves how UPI is not just a payment system, but a
powerful engine driving financial inclusion and economic
growth.

UPI's success has put India on the global map as a
leader in fintech innovation. Its efficient, user-friendly
design has garnered international interest, cementing
India's reputation as a technological superpower. UPI is
a symbol of a digitally independent India,
demonstrating our nation's ability to innovate and lead
on the world stage.

Mrunmayi Acharya, X Euclid
~ VOICE OF FREEDOM

In fields ofi gold and minds thatasoGr
Innovation knocks:every doors

India rose with @ voice sy bold)

A tale ofi courage will foreversbestolds

Silicon valleys: ofi BangaloreinrsoutheriNEuEy
Started up: blooming firom thesy Uit RHEIHE
Al, biotech, robotics; greenienerguiscalls
Indians dare to dream) them all*

A country with abundant farms and fields,
A land where the golden harvest yields.

So let her flag in winds unfurl,

And innovation keeps their hopes alive.
Freedom is not just breaking chains,

It codes future's, healing pains.

Where freedom fuels the minds that strive,
And the safety keeps hopes alive.

Amay Pawar,
VIII Pearl
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Trisha Jadhav, VI| Bhabha

. o N AN
ﬁ'—g' Uch T HART, S1sl AU

BRI AT FRTRI S E

ST BT HER, ST €< 3TTfISchIR
ST & &l aaR| STe bt
gfFar or 7 g AR, sRiifes A=t

&3 chaH & TUeh =T foi=rR|

SATT H B E?

 "FREEDOM IS NOTHING BUT A CHANCE TO BE BETTER"
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Freedom's not just flying flags,
Or marching proud in big parades.
It's in the choices that we make,
In every step we dare to take.
Say no to smoke, say no to drink,
Think ahead — stop, and think.
Why let bad habits steal our way,
When dreams are waiting every day?
Phones and screens can help us grow,
But too much use can make us slow.
Let’s not get lost in endless scrolls,
Let’s chase our purpose, chase our goals!
Freedom means a mind that’s clear,
That doesn’t bend to peer-made fear.
It means to choose the better path,
To build, to learn, to dream, to craft.
We, the youth, are India’s pride,
With strength and hope we walk beside.
Be it science, soil, or sky,
We lift our nation high and high.
Innovation starts with "Why not?",
With sparks of courage, brave and hot.
From little hands and curious minds,
Come tools to help all humankind.
No to fear and no to waste,
Let’s rise with energy and grace!

We'll build a world both strong and just —

Where leaders lead with truth and trust.
So here we stand, both proud and free,
The roots of Self-Reliant India, you see!
Not just by words, but by our deed,
We are the future, we are the seed.

Tanzil Sachdev, VIl Amber

The Game of Snakes and
Ladders: The popular board
game was invented in ancient
India. It was originally called
"Moksha Patam," and the
ladders represented virtues
while the snakes represented
vices.

The Fashion Time Machine: India Edition

1940s-50s: Khadi & cotton ruled! Sarees weren't just

clothes—they were a freedom fighter's uniform.
Swadeshi = Swagdeshi

1960s-70s: Enter Bollywood drama! Think chiffon
sarees flying in the wind, psychedelic prints, and retro
shades bigger than your face.

1980s: Disco lights, shiny sequins, and shoulder pads so
wide you could land a plane on them. TV stars = style
gods.

1990s: Hello, MTV! Denim, crop tops, chokers, and the
“imported cool kid” fashion vibe. Global met desi.
2000s: Bling bling everywhere—weddings looked like
fashion award shows. Glitter was practically a fabric.
2010s: Instagram said less is more. Pastels, minimal
vibes, and eco-friendly hashtags ruled.
#SustainableButStylish

2020s: Comfort is king Oversized kurtas with
sneakers, gender-neutral fashion, recycled fabrics, and
the grand comeback of Indian crafts. Tradition +
TikTok = trend

From freedom struggle fits — Bollywood glam —
Global remix — Sustainable chic,

Indian fashion proves one thing: it never goes out of

style, it just reinvents itself! .
Ratnamala Hire, Parent

"ROUGH SEASON MAKE STRONG SAILORS" T
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Youth: India’s Strongest -
[nnovation Engine

India’s future lies not only
# with its leaders, but in the
® minds and actions of its
youth. Every time a young
person learns a skill, starts
a venture, or solves a local
problem, India moves closer
W to true self-reliance, or
" Atmanirbhar Bharat. We
1 don't need to wait for
. opportunities—we can
create them through
innovation, whether in tech,
Isustainability, or community projects. Self-reliance
isn’t about isolation; it's about the confidence and
capability to shape our destiny. The country needs not
just experience, but imagination, a modern mindset,
and the spirit of inquiry that young people bring. It's
not just about making things work—it's about
innovating for a stronger, independent India.

Every small action counts. From designing an app to
starting a recycling drive, these efforts multiply into a
wave of change.

With self-belief, courage, and unity, we can turn
challenges into opportunities. The dream of a self-
reliant India begins with us—it is our privilege and

duty to make it reality. Rushda Joshi. VIl Jade
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Radhika Gupta, VIl Bhabha
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B The Magnetic Hill: Located in
Ladakh, this hill creates an
optical illusion where vehicles)::
seem to roll uphill against
gravity.

* "THERE IS NO SUCCESS WITHOUT SACRIFICE"
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aRE B, Viraj Bhurange, VIl Bhabha

1. The other name for Bharat.

5. National animal of India.

. Ancient name of India
found in scriptures.

8. Famous monument in Agra.

Down

2 2. Father of the Nation.

2 3. Capital city of India.

4, Official language of India.

7. River considered sacred
in India.
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‘From 10ea to Impact:
‘The Young ‘Vlswnarles of Inoia

India is home to a new
generation  of  dynamic
young entrepreneurs who
are reshaping the business
world with their innovative
ideas and determination.
These visionaries are
proving that age is no
barrier to success. Ritesh
Agarwal founded OYO
Rooms at 19, turning his frustration with poor-quality
budget hotels into a global hospitality chain.
Sreelakshmi Suresh became the "world's youngest CEO"
when she launched her company, eDesign, at just ten
years old, showcasing her web design skills.

Tilak Mehta, at 13, started Papers N Parcels, a same-
day delivery service in Mumbai that cleverly partnered
with the city's famed dabbawalas.

Advait Thakur began coding at six and founded his
company, Apex Infosys India, at 12, focusing on
advanced technologies like Al and robotics.

Adwaita Nayar launched Nykaa Fashion at 23, helping
the company become a leader in both beauty and
fashion by blending online and offline experiences.

These stories highlight how India's youth are not just
following but actively creating a future where passion
and ingenuity lead to groundbreaking success.

Shraddha Hire, VIl Amber

"DO YOUR DUTY WITHOUT BEING ATTACHED TO THE RESULT"
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Chapter 11 - Have enough surrender to see the
truth as it is.

> I &l wiied & fog @d ot gafta

Chapter 12 - Absorb your mind in the higher.

> I3 AR # g @l

Chapter 13 - Detach from Maya and attach to
divine.

> 9 & I 8 R 6! R fegar & e s
Chapter 14 - Live a lifestyle that matches your
vision.

> Ut Sfigasiel S St siudh et & erg®y gl
Chapter 15 - Give priority to Divinity.

> & ol mraffehdr &

Chapter 16 - Being good is a reward in itself.

» IGATHEAT Ueh aia gl

Chapter 17 - Choosing the right over the pleasant
is a sign of power.

> @eft 1 IR Yk UhR & Afh H Ue Bl
Chapter 18 - Let go, let us move to union with
God.

> AR & 91U Tah g4 & 3roft a+|

Nitu Agnihotri, Teacher

Atmanirbhar Bharat:
A New Vision for India

India today is embracing a bold vision — Atmanirbhar
Bharat or Self-Reliant India. This idea is not only about
economic independence, but also about self-confidence,
innovation, and national pride.

At its heart lies a simple principle: “Make the local
global.” By promoting indigenous industries, startups,
agriculture, and digital growth, India seeks to stand on
its own while contributing to the world.

The initiative rests on five pillars: a resilient economy,
modern infrastructure, transparent systems, the
strength of our youthful population, and the rising
demand for local products. Together, they form the
foundation of a stronger nation.

Atmanirbhar Bharat encourages “Vocal for Local’,
boosts entrepreneurship, supports green energy, and
nurtures digital transformation. These efforts not only
create opportunities for millions but also shape India’s
path towards sustainable growth.

In essence, Atmanirbhar Bharat is not just a policy — it
is @ movement of unity and progress. It envisions an
India that is self-reliant yet globally connected, ready
to reclaim its role as a Vishwaguru — a guiding light
for the world.

Trupti Muddalkar, Teacher
PODAR SENTINEL
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"HOWEVER LONG THE NIGHT, THE DAWN WILL BREAK"



